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In the course of my research,

| also discovered some appalling
evidence about an episode

that occurred shortly after 3/11
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It may be recalled that on March 16, 2011, the top US nuclear
regulator asserted publicly that the situation at Fukushima Dai-
ichi was much worse than Japanese authorities had indicated.

US Calls Radiation "Extremely High;"
Sees Japan Nuclear Crisis Worsening

Gregory Jaczko, Chairman of the US Nuclear Regulatory

Commission, told Congress that the spent fuel pool in
Reactor No. 4 was dry, which meant that a radiation-

e i e, SPEWINgG fire might start at any time.
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As a result, Jaczko announced, US citizens would be subject
to a wider evacuation zone than that set by the Japanese
government.
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This episode got huge media attention
(understandably so)

Japanese officials promptly disputed Jaczko’s claim
about the spent fuel pool. The stunning divergence
between Washington and Tokyo led that day to

widespread media ridicule of Japanese authorities.

// [There is] an increasing N
credibility gap in terms of what .

the Japanese government is -

P

*From transcript of CNN broadcast
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It is well known that Jaczko turned out to be
wrong.

The pool was full of water all along.

The NRC publicly admitted this in mid-June 2011,
three months after Jaczko’s testimony.

This episode got very little attention
in the foreign media.

7?7728

Global Energy Policy Research | GEPR -4/11- 25.09.2022



Much more outrageous is what | found in documents | examined.
Transcripts of NRC conference calls show
that on the evening of March 16, within hours of his testimony,
Jaczko was informed of doubt about his assertions.

1
1] o
1 NRC CHAIRMAN JACZKO: So, at this point, _',..\-
1 you no longer believe that the pool is dry? Is that ‘éf
————
wity m hearing?
at I'm hearing = =
CHUCK CASTO: I would say, as of five Gregory Jaczko

r~ ir
o'clock yesterday, the pool had some water in it. MRC Chairman

HRC CHAIRMAN JACZEOD: Okay . Now I've =said

publicly the pool is dry.

5 13 CHUCK CASTO: Yes, I know that.
Chuck Casta,

Leader of Tokyo- 20 NRC CHAIRMAN JACZIKD: Do you think that
Based MRC team .

that's inaccurate?

22 CHUCK CASTO: We can == ic's 80
23 inconclusive, we really can‘t tell, aeither way. 1
< mean -

25 WRC CHAIRMAN JACZKO: wWall, 1] ic's

HF&l A NANSS

277729

Global Energy Policy Research | GEPR -5/11- 25.09.2022



& nezan ==
2 HNRC CHAIRMAN JACZKO: wWell., 50 AL'S
MEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPOATERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
*303 PHDOE ISLAND AVE N W
N AT WASHNOTON DC 00081701 W CaEIPOAS. OO
412 ‘
1 inaccurate for me to say it's dry? Iz that what
2 you're saying? It's okay iAf that's the case; just '
3 tall me. {
et CHUCE CASTO: I would say ic's probably
E inaccurate to say it's dry.
q NRC CHATRMAM JACZKOD: Okay.
T CHUCE CASTO: It appears today, with the
q video, that they had had some water in it act Efive
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The honorable thing for Jaczko to do would be to tell the news media immediately about
the doubt concerning his statement. If he had done so, he could have minimized damage

to lapanese government credibility. He didn’t, however.

The transcript shows that he was worried about preserving his own credibility.

MARTY VIRGILIO: I'm still good with No.

NRC CHAIRMAN JACZKD: Okay. But we're not
necessarily good with the statement that the pool is
dry?

MARTY WVIRGILIO: Well, chat's not, you
know, our four points den‘t speak to the poel being
dry.

NRC CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Right, right. No, I

know, but they speak to my credibilicy. That's the

problem. /\

MARTY ‘-IIRGI' ., but think about
where that statement C&ﬂi came from TEPCO to

John Monager yesterday.

NRC CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Okay., that's the
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What was the impact of Jaczko’s
statement about the spent fuel pool?

* How much did it affect the Japanese government’s credibility with
the media?—and ultimately, how much did it affect Japanese
media coverage of Fukushima?

* How much did it affect the Japanese government’s credibility with
the public?—and ultimately, how much did it contribute to
emotional stress among Japanese who now feel they can’t believe
official assurances about safety?

* The answer to these questions is impossible to determine with any
precision. Japanese officials did a poor job of communicating, and
deserve plenty of blame for the erosion of trust.

* Surely, however, the impact of Jaczko’s statement must have been
substantial. It is hard to imagine any single blow so devastating to
public faith in Japanese official pronouncements.

* |If so, this episode also merits more attention than it has received.
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Fukushima's Worst-Case EREEOTROITDS
Scenarios =@ = - P Much of the research
oot el e 600 presented here was

published in articles
| wrote recently
for Slate and
Newsweek Japan.
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Shaken Faith
Afver the Fukuihema disaiter, & US, mistake 0

undermined the Japaness government, 4
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?Fukushima’s Worst-Case Scenarios—Much of what you’ ve heard about the nuclear accident is
wrong?

?How a US mistake after Fukushima hurt Japan?
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http://blogos.com/article/68787/
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/science/2013/09/nrc_response_to_fukushima_a_mistake_turned_public_opinion_against_japan.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/science/2013/09/nrc_response_to_fukushima_a_mistake_turned_public_opinion_against_japan.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/science/2013/09/nrc_response_to_fukushima_a_mistake_turned_public_opinion_against_japan.html
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A few conclusions...

* Japanese media gave Tokyo residents better information about
their safety in March 2011 than did foreign media.

* Tokyo was never in danger, at least based on the best science
available concerning the worst-case scenario. Claims by anti-
nuclear activists that Tokyo came perilously close to
evacuation are without merit.

* The fact that the media has ignored the US government’s
warst-case scenario is evidence of how bad Fukushima
coverage has been (especially in the case of media that hyped
the “devil’s chain reaction”).

* My former colleagues in the foreign media did a grave
disservice to Japan. So did a top official of my
government. They should be held accountable.
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So: Which is better?

A skeptical media that warns you too much of
potential dangers, or...

* a passive media that doesn’t warn you
enough?

To repeat: neither is good

But in this case, the media that overstated the
dangers has been guilty of much worse than
the media that understated them

You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. Responses are
currently closed, but you can trackback from your own site.
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