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Our climate is heating rapidly. Floods, droughts, heatwaves, extreme storms and
wildfires are going from bad to worse, breaking records with ever alarming
frequency. Heatwaves in Europe. Colossal floods in Pakistan. Prolonged and
severe droughts in China, the Horn of Africa and the United States.

There is nothing natural about the new scale of these disasters. They are the price of
humanity’s fossil fuel addiction. The number of weather, climate and water-related
disasters hasincreased by a factor of five over the past 50 years.
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(a) Number of reported disasters
Total = 11 072 disasters
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